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Etihad Airways launches latest
passenger flights

Vietnam Airlines to increase
domestic services

Air New Zealand permanently cuts
routes following Covid-19
grounding

Vietnam Airlines and its subsidiaries
have confirmed plans to increase
domestic operations. The move comes
as the country claims “effective
containment” of the Covid-19 outbreak.
The airline group – which also includes
Jetstar Pacific and Vasco – said the
decision would contribute to the
economic recovery of Vietnam. From
May, Vietnam Airlines will operate 11
flights a day on the Hanoi-Ho Chi Minh
City route. There will also be five flights
a day from Danang to Hanoi and Ho Chi
Minh City. Jetstar Pacific will also begin
offering services from Hanoi to Da Lat,
Nha Trang and Phu Quoc next month,
while flights from Ho Chi Minh to Hai
Phong, Thanh Hoa, Vinh, Hue, Da Lat,
Nha Trang and Phu Quoc will also
restart. These routes will operate once
per day. More frequent, at three times
daily, Jetstar Pacific will offer Hanoi to
Can Tho, Tuy Hoa, Quy Nhon, Buon Ma
Thuot, Pleiku, Hue, Vinh and Chu Lai, as
well as Ho Chi Minh City to Quy Nhon,
Buon Ma Thuot, Pleiku, Dong Hoi and
Chu Lai. To ensure the health of
passengers and the broader
community, Vietnam Airlines and
Jetstar Pacific will continue to
thoroughly disinfect all aircraft
operated within the day, and carry out
health screenings for passengers at the
airport as per the regulations of the
Civil Aviation Administration of
Vietnam. The entire flight crew,
including pilots and flight attendants,
are equipped with face masks, gloves,
goggles, and alcohol wipes. Passengers
onboard are required to wear their
masks for the entirety of the flights.

Air New Zealand will not resume
operation of its suspended AucklandBuenos Aires and Los AngelesLondon routes due to the deep
impact of Covid-19 on forward travel
demand. The airline has also taken
the decision to postpone the
commencement of its non-stop
Auckland-New York service from
October until late 2021 at the
earliest. Along with 95 per cent of its
international flying, Air New
Zealand’s Buenos Aires and Los
Angeles-London routes are currently
suspended through to June 30th due
to government travel bans and low
demand. Last year, the airline
announced its plan to exit the Los
Angeles-London route in October and
in March brought forward
the closure of its London cabin crew
base. Air New Zealand chief
networks, strategy and alliances
officer, Nick Judd, said demand for
international travel has been
tracking at about five per cent of preCovid-19 levels into June. Air New
Zealand is currently operating a
limited international network
through to June 30th to keep air links
open for essential travel and cargo
movement on key trade routes. Total
capacity has been reduced to 95 per
cent of pre-COVID-19 levels and
demand will be reviewed on a routeby-route basis before services are
resumed. Prior to Covid-19, Air New
Zealand operated a daily service
between Los Angeles and London
and up to five times weekly from
Auckland to Buenos Aires.

[

Etihad Airways will operate a series of
passenger flights from Abu Dhabi to
.
several
destinations on its global route
network over the coming weeks. The
flights come as the airline prepares for
the anticipated wider relaunch of
commercial services. For now branded
as repatriation flights, the services will
also allow Etihad to carry essential
belly-hold cargo such as perishables,
pharmaceuticals and medical supplies.
Return flights are also repatriating
United Arab Emirates nationals back to
Abu Dhabi. See below for the full
schedule:


Amsterdam: April 24, 25, 27, 29
and May 2, 6, 9, 13



Barcelona: April 30 and May 7, 10,
14



Brussels: April 24, 26 and May 1, 3,
8, 10, 15



Chicago: April 25



Frankfurt: April 25 and May 3, 10



Jakarta: April 30 and May 7, 14



Kuala Lumpur: May 2, 9



London Heathrow: April 25, 29, 30
and May 2, 6, 9, 13



Manila: April 24, 28, 30 and May 1,
5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15



Melbourne: April 24, 28 and May 1,
5, 8, 12, 15



Seoul Incheon: April 25, 28, 30 and
May 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 14



Singapore: April 28 and May 5, 12



Tokyo Narita: April 27
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TAP Air Portugal to launch Cape
Town route in November

British Airways brings travelers
home from India

Officials in Cape Town have
welcomed the imminent addition
of a TAP Air Portugal route to the
city. The direct seasonal Lisbon to
Cape Town service will operate
three days a week and is
scheduled to commence on
November 11th. It will run until
the end of March 2021. The service
will operate on an Airbus 330900neo, with a total passenger
capacity of 298 seats - 34 in
business class, 96 in economy
extra, and 168 in economy class.
Lisbon, which serves as the
airline’s operational hub, has seen
a notable growth in passenger
traffic to South Africa with a 25
per cent in 2018 and a further
seven per cent last year. TAP also
offers great onward connectivity
to southern Europe, North Africa
and South America – all regions
currently unserved from Cape
Town. Brazil is one of the fastest
growing markets for Cape Town,
with a 78 per cent increase in
inbound traffic noted for 2019.
Furthermore, the airline offers
connectivity to a number of cities
within Latin America which is a
region with the highest passenger
growth for both 2018 and 2019.
“As the team at Cape Town
International Airport, we will be
sure to be ready for their
inaugural flight later this year and
we look forward to welcoming
them to the City,” commented
Deon Cloete, general manager of
Cape Town International Airport.

British Airways is flying thousands
of UK nationals who have been
stranded in India as a result of the
Covid-19 crisis back to the UK this
week. The airline has already flown
back thousands of travellers as part
of 65 rescue flights which have
either operated or are planned to
operate in the coming days from
destinations across the globe. This
is through agreements with travel
operators including cruise
companies and national
authorities, as well as part of a
continued effort between British
Airways and the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office to bring
people home from cities all over the
world. The airline is also carrying
hundreds of tonnes of essential
supplies including medicines and
personal protective equipment to
the UK through IAG Cargo. In India
the airline is serving 11 airports
across the country with special
flight departures over a period of
two weeks. Flights are taking off
from Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai and the airline
has also extended its operation to
serve additional cities which
include Goa, Amritsar, Kolkata,
Ahmedabad, Kochi and
Thiruvananthapuram. The
repatriation effort has been a
collaboration between the UK and
Indian Government authorities,
British Airways and the airport
teams in both Britain and India.

Lufthansa completes huge
international repatriation
programme

The rapidly spreading
coronavirus pandemic and the
travel restrictions imposed
worldwide as a result have
triggered the return of an
unprecedented number of
holidaymakers and travellers
since mid-March. In just over a
month, the repatriation
programmes of various European
governments and numerous
tourism providers have almost
been fully completed. All airlines
in the Lufthansa Group have
supported their respective
governments by providing return
flights. Since March 13th,
Lufthansa Group airlines have
repatriated around 90,000
holidaymakers and travellers. In
total, 437 special flights departed
from 106 airports worldwide from New Zealand all the way to
Chile – on their way to Europe. In
addition, the Lufthansa Group has
already operated 94 cargo special
flights with relief supplies on
board. Lufthansa and Eurowings
have been commissioned by the
federal foreign office in Berlin to
fly more than 34,000 Germans and
EU citizens back to Germany from
their holiday homes and places of
residence, some of which in
remote locations. The return
flights were planned, prepared
and carried out as charters within
a few days. In some cases,
passengers from the destination
country were also on board the
outward flight.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has triggered an unprecedented crisis in
the tourism economy, given the immediate and immense shock to the sector.
Tourism is a significant part of many national economies, and the immediate and
immense shock to the tourism sector resulting from the coronavirus pandemic is
affecting the wider economy. As governments around the world have introduced
unprecedented measures to contain the virus, restrictions on travel, business
operations and people-to-people interactions have brought the tourism economy
to a standstill. Beyond the tourism economy, the pandemic has triggered a global
economic crisis, and many economies are falling into recession.
International tourism within specific geographic-regions (e.g. in the European
Union) is expected to rebound first. The impact of the crisis is being felt
throughout the entire tourism ecosystem, and reopening and rebuilding
destinations will require a joined up approach. Tourism businesses and workers
are benefiting from economy-wide stimulus packages, with many governments
also introducing tourism specific measures. Governments and industry are
focusing their efforts on:
1. Lifting travel restrictions and working with businesses to access liquidity
supports, apply new health protocols for safe travel, and help to diversify their
markets.
2. Restoring traveller’s confidence and stimulating demand with new safe and
clean labels for the sector, information apps for visitors and domestic tourism
promotion campaigns.
3. Preparing comprehensive tourism recovery plans, to rebuild destinations,
encourage innovation and investment, and rethink the tourism sector.
These actions are essential, but to reopen the tourism economy successfully and
get businesses up and running, more needs to be done in a coordinated way as
tourism services are very interdependent.

For Further Information on the
Tour Packages, Call Us At
2221 7470 or Email At
marketing@alwaseettravel.com
www.facebook.com/wttscorp
wtts_travel / alwaseet_travel

