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Qatar Airways to fly to 40 destinations
as rebuild continues

Virgin Atlantic to offer passenger
services from next month

Middle Eastern carries return to
more cities

[

Qatar Airways gradual rebuilding of
its. network continues with
Bangkok, Barcelona, Islamabad,
Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar,
Singapore and Vienna resuming
flights. The airline also announced
the upcoming resumption of flights
to Berlin, Dar es Salaam, New York,
Tunis and Venice while also
increasing services to Dublin, Milan
and Rome to daily flights. To ensure
travelers can plan their travel with
peace of mind, the airline has also
extended its booking policies to
offer more choice to its passengers.
The airline will allow unlimited date
changes, and passengers can change
their destination as often as they
need if it is within 5,000 miles of the
original destination. Qatar Airways
has further enhanced its onboard
safety measures for passengers and
cabin crew. The airline has
implemented several changes,
including the introduction of
personal protective equipment suits
for cabin crew while onboard, as
well as a modified service that
reduces interactions between the
passengers and the crew inflight.
Passengers will also be required to
wear face coverings inflight, with
the carrier recommending travelers
bring their own for fit and comfort
purposes.

Virgin Atlantic has announced its
plan to restart passenger flying.
Services from London Heathrow to
Orlando, Hong Kong, Shanghai, New
York JFK and Los Angeles are set to
resume from July 20th onward. As
countries around the world start to
relax travel restrictions, Virgin
Atlantic will be steadily increasing
passenger flying throughout the
second half of 2020. A further,
gradual recovery is planned
through 2021 in line with customer
demand. Juha Jarvinen, chief
commercial officer, Virgin Atlantic,
commented: “As the Covid-19 crisis
stabilizes and demand slowly
returns, we are looking forward to
welcoming our customers back
onboard and flying them safely to
their favourite destinations. “To
ensure the health and safety of our
customers and our people, we’re
introducing new measures at every
point in the journey to offer peace
of mind when taking to the skies
with us.” Our planned first flights
will be to Orlando and Hong Kong
on the July 20th, however, we are
monitoring external conditions
extremely closely, in particular the
travel restrictions many countries
have in place including the 14day quarantine policy for travellers
entering the UK.

Emirates will offer passenger
services to 16 more cities on its
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft from
June 15th. The decision follows
an announcement form the
federal government of the United
Arab Emirates that it will lift
restrictions on transit
passengers. However, with
restrictions remaining in place in
most countries, travellers have
been reminded to check entry
and exit requirements before
journeys. Flights to the following
cities will be available: Bahrain,
Manchester, Zurich, Vienna,
Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Dublin,
New York JFK, Seoul, Kuala
Lumpur, Singapore, Jakarta,
Taipei, Hong Kong, Perth and
Brisbane. In addition, from June
8th, Emirates will offer flights
from Karachi, Lahore and
Islamabad for travellers from
Pakistan who wish to connect
onwards to other Emirates
destinations. Working closely
with the UAE authorities,
Emirates continues to take a
measured and phased approach
to flight resumption and
rebuilding connections between
Dubai and the world.
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London City Airport to reopen
this month

London City Airport has announced
plans to restart commercial
operations from the end of June. The
central London facility
initially closed in March, with plans to
reopen at the end of April. However,
the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic
severely hit demand for both business
and leisure travel, with London City
only now beginning to prepare for
opening. It is expected domestic
services to key UK cities and regions
will begin first. International flights
are expected to follow in early July,
although the exact timing may depend
on the proposed quarantine of
passengers arriving into the UK.

Qatar Airways to return to
Venice in July

Qatar Airways will be resuming services
to Venice, Italy starting from July 15th.
The popular tourist destination and
major arts and cultural centre will
become the airline’s third destination in
Italy to resume flights. The national
carrier of Qatar will also increase flights
to Dublin, Milan and Rome, with daily
services starting from June 13th. The
airline expects these additional flights
to provide connectivity via its hub,
Hamad International Airport, with its
Asia-Pacific destinations, in particular
Australia where the airline continues to
operate 21 weekly flights to Brisbane,
Melbourne, Perth and Sydney.

Lufthansa confirms major network
expansion as return takes flight

The airlines in the Lufthansa Group are
significantly expanding their services
over the course of the next few months.
The expanding flight schedules applies
to both short-haul and long-haul flights
with the aim of offering as many
destinations as possible. In September,
90 per cent of all originally planned
short- and medium-haul destinations
and 70 per cent of long-haul
destinations will be served again. Core
brand Lufthansa will be flying over 100
times a week to destinations in North
America via its hubs in Frankfurt and
Munich in autumn. Around 90 flights a
week are also planned to Asia, over 20
to the Middle East and over 25 to
Africa.

Gatwick to reopen North
Terminal next week

Gatwick has introduced a range of
measures to protect the wellbeing of
both passengers and staff as the
airport prepares to reopen its North
Terminal on June 15th. The move
comes as airlines start scaling up
flying programmes in the wake of the
Covid-19 shutdown. New measures
include a requirement for passengers
to wear a face covering within the
airport, with Gatwick staff mandated
to wear face coverings in passengerfacing areas of the terminals. Face
mask vending machines will be made
available at the airport.

Wizz Air welcomes first
Airbus A320neo to fleet

Wizz Air has taken a delivery of its
first new Airbus A320neo aircraft.
With the registration HA-LJA, the
plane becomes the 122nd in the allAirbus fleet. The Airbus A320neo
incorporates the latest technologies
in aviation and offers significant
environmental benefits, with nearly a
50 per cent reduction in noise
footprint, a 20 per cent reduction in
fuel consumption and a nearly 50 per
cent reduction in nitrogen oxide
emissions compared to previous
generation aircraft. The plane is
equipped with Pratt & Whitney GTF
engines.

Pegasus Airlines to relaunch
Turkey flights

Pegasus Airlines will resume
international flights. Departures
from Turkey to several European
destinations began earlier
following the suspension of
services in the wake of the Covid19 outbreak. As part of its partial
resumption of flights between
Turkey and England this month,
Pegasus will be operating a daily
flight between London Stansted
and Istanbul Sabiha Gokcen
between June 16th-29th. Pegasus
will also be restoring some flights
between Turkey and Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany, Switzerland and the
Netherlands.
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