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Wizz Air cuts services, reassures
passengers on long-term survival

South African Airways halts
international flights until end of
May

Oman Air to ground all flights from
Sunday

[

Wizz Air has grounded around 85 per
. of its fleet and mooted the
cent
possibility of a complete suspension of
services in its latest operational update.
While capacity at the low-cost carrier
fell by only 30 per cent year-on-year in
March, much larger cuts are expected
next month. The company continues to
operate 15 per cent of its capacity and
remains operational in Romania,
Hungary and Bulgaria. However, even
this limited service could be cut as
potential additional travel restrictions
and social distancing policies issued by
authorities may make international
flying for commercial purposes either
untenable or impossible. For the
avoidance of doubt, Wizz Air
emphasized it would resume all flights
as soon as reduced travel restrictions
and governmental policies allow
commercial operations. Wizz Air chief
executive, added: “Our everdisciplined attitude to cost and cash
enables Wizz Air to take decisions that
are right for crew, passengers and
communities even in the context of
demand and travel restrictions due to
the Covid-19 pandemic in Europe.
“Wizz Air’s ultra-low-cost business
model and our strong balance sheet
provide a solid foundation and a
significant competitive advantage in
the current challenging environment
for airlines, while also making us a
long-term structural winner in the
aviation sector.”

South African Airways has confirmed it
will immediately suspend all international
operations until May 31st, casting fresh
doubt over the future of the carrier.
Having already sought emergency
funding and cut routes this year, the latest
capacity cuts come in response to a
government travel ban aimed at stopping
the transmission of Covid-19. The
pandemic and attendant travel restrictions
have resulted in a substantial decline in
demand for air travel, the carrier said.
Following the declaration of the state of
disaster, the South African government
announced a travel ban earlier. Arrivals
from high risk countries, including South
African citizens, are also to be subject to
medical screening and quarantined for 21
days. “In support of efforts by government
to deal with this pandemic, and in the best
interests of our crew, passengers and the
public, we have decided to suspend all
international flights until May 31st. “It is
all our responsibility, not just government,
to curb further transmission of the virus,”
said South African Airways acting chief
executive, Zuks Ramasia. “In addition, the
increasing risks to our crew of contracting
the virus including the possibility of being
trapped in foreign destinations as a
consequence of increasing travel bans
cannot be ignored. “We also recognize the
fluidity in the conditions we operate in and
the need to respond to these changes with
speed, to this end we commit to keep all
our stakeholders abreast of any changes
on an ongoing basis,” concluded Ramasia.

Oman Air will be suspending all
passenger services to and from
Muscat from noon on Sunday, 29th
March 2020. No date has been
announced for the resumption of
services, with cancellations in place
until further notice. Oman Air
domestic flights to and from
Musandam Governorate will
continue to operate as normal.
Additionally, Oman Air’s cargo
operations will operate as normal
too. “This is a temporary suspension
of our passenger services. “We
regret the difficulty and
inconvenience this may cause, but
it’s vital for us as the national
carrier of the Sultanate of Oman to
assist in the country’s efforts to
combat the spread of Covid-19,”
said Oman Air chief executive,
Abdulaziz Al Raisi. “We will
prioritize the needs of our guests
and employees as we continue to
assess the evolving situation,” Al
Raisi added. “This is an
unprecedented time for our
industry, but I am confident we will
emerge stronger from this crisis as
we had successfully done so in the
past.” When its temporary
suspension is lifted, Oman Air will
take an orderly approach to
restoring its international services
with a focus on safety, the carrier
added.
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A la carte dining – A culinary
journey

Turn your Lufthansa flight into a
culinary journey and choose your meals
a la carte before departure to suit your
taste.
Discover Lufthansa diverse offer of
exclusive menus and shape your journey
to meet your personal requirements.
Book a la carte through LH.com and
enjoy onboard meals.

Vietjet to insure passengers
against COVID-19

Viet jet is offering passengers insurance against
Covid-19 infection as the carrier battles to
restore confidence in its service. Under the
banner Sky Covid Care, the airline is offering
coverage valued at US$857-8,570 to all
passengers flying on its domestic flights from
before June 30th. With the insurance,
passengers are eligible for insurance coverage
and benefits from Vietjet within 30 days
starting from their flight date, regardless of
contagion sources. Vietjet will pay up to tens of
billions of Vietnamese dong worth of insurance
premiums to ensure passengers’ safety while
flying on its modern and comfortable aircraft
served by young and professional cabin crew.
“The safety of passengers and cabin crews are
protected at the highest level against all risks of
the Covid-19,” the carrier said in a statement.

British Airways to temporarily halt
Gatwick operations

British Airways will temporarily suspend
operations at Gatwick Airport in London
as travel demand continues to stall in the
face of the coronavirus pandemic.
International Airlines Group - owner of
British Airways, Iberia and Aer Lingus has already announced huge cuts to
services, with the British flag-carrier to
focus efforts on Heathrow in the short
term. Gatwick itself is currently operating
from a single terminal, following a sharp
fall in flights. easyJet, a major operator at
the south London airport, said it would
suspend all departures for the foreseeable
future in response to the crisis in global
travel.

London City Airport closes until
end of April

London City Airport has temporarily
suspended all commercial and private flights
in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak.
Travel demand around the world has seen
sharp decline in recent weeks, with virtually
all European airlines grounding flights in
response. “At this point in this fast-moving
and unprecedented situation, we think this is
the responsible thing to do for the safety and
wellbeing of our staff, passengers and
everyone associated with the airport,”
explained a statement from London City. The
closure is expected to last until the end of
April. “Normally we are focused on making
everyone’s journey in to and out of central
London as quick and easy as possible. “But we
are sure you will agree this is a necessary step
at this time for everyone’s safety and
wellbeing.”

Airbus to pause majority of
operations in Spain

Airbus is to pause the majority of
production in Spain until April 9th as
the country continues to battle one of the
worst Covid-19 outbreaks in Europe.
The Spanish government announced
new measures in the fight against the
pandemic earlier. These measures will
be in place until April 9th, and restrict
all non-essential activities across the
country. Some key activities in
commercial aircraft, helicopters and
defense and space remain essential.
Minimum activity in these areas for
necessary support functions such as
security, IT and engineering, will remain
under the stringent health and safety
measures implemented by Airbus to
protect its employees against the Covid19 pandemic.

Ethiopian Airlines reduces UK
services

Ethiopian Airlines has announced
temporary schedule adjustments to its
UK flight operations. The airline has
paused the four times weekly Manchester
operation and reduced its daily flight to
Heathrow to three weekly departures.
The Heathrow route will operate on
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. The
flights will continue to allow for urgent
cargo supplies and transiting passengers
from UK and Africa to be repatriated.
Commenting on the schedule changes,
Michael Yohannes, Ethiopian Airlines
country manager, UK, remarked: “I
would like to thank our passengers for
their patience during these tough
unprecedented times and look forward to
welcoming them back on-board in the
future.

99% of Libya is desert.
Did you know that travelling can make your life better
and happier in several ways? Read the below list to find
out what the top benefits of travelling are!
1.

2.

It teaches you about the world: You learn about
the culture of the country you visit. If you talk to
locals, you will likely learn about their thinking,
habits, traditions and history as well.

France covers the most
time zones.

It teaches you about your homeland: If you

Monaco is smaller than
Central Park in New York
City.

travel, you will not only learn about foreign cultures,
but about your own as well. You will notice the
cultural differences, and will find out what makes
your culture unique.
3.

It teaches you about yourself: You can learn a lot

about yourself through travelling. You can observe
how you feel being far from your country. You will
find out how you feel about your homeland. You will
realize how you really feel about foreign people. You
will find out how much you know/do not know about
the world. You will be able to observe how you react
in completely new situations. You will test your
language, orientation and social skills.
4.

It provides you with unforgettable moments
and experiences: If you travel, you can experience

things that you could never experience at home. You
may see beautiful places and landscapes that do not
exist where you live. You may meet people that will
change your life, and your thinking. You may try
activities that you have never tried before.
5.

It makes you more confident and independent:

Travelling will inevitably make you more
independent and confident. You will realize that you
can cope with a lot of unexpected situations. You will
realize that you can survive without all that help that
is always available for you at home. You will likely
find out that you are much stronger and braver than
you have expected.
6.

It lets you gain useful knowledge: If you travel,

you may learn a lot of useful things. These things can
be anything from a new recipe, to a new, more
effective solution to an ordinary problem or a new
way of creating something.
7.

It improves your language skills: Even if you go to
a country where they speak the same language as
you, you may still learn some new words and
expressions that are only used there. If you go to a
country where they speak a different language, you
will learn even more.

8.

With more than 3 million
lakes, Canada has the
most lakes in the world.

It motivates you: During your trip you may learn

things that you will want to try at home as well. You
may want to test your new skills and knowledge.
Your experiences will give you a lot of energy.

Less than one percent of
the world’s population has
even
ventured
to
Antarctica.
Niger has the youngest
population of any country.
Papua New Guinea has
the largest number of
languages spoken.
Las Vegas has the largest
number of hotel rooms in
the whole world.
Austria is the most
socially protected country
in terms of vacation days.
India
is
the
most
culturally diverse nation
in the world.
Indonesia
has
more
volcanoes than any other
country in the world.
The largest country by
land mass on Earth is
Russia.

France is the most visited
country in the world.
For Further Information on the
Tour Packages, Call Us At
2221 7470 or Email At
marketing@alwaseettravel.com
www.facebook.com/wttscorp
wtts_travel / alwaseet_travel

